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Maine to Edinburgh, what da Vinci saw, too

Spoil yourself
with a special
sunset tour on
Nantucket

Continued from preceding page

sions in a studio or outdoors, artists can
place a blank sheet or canvas directly on
top of the image and trace it. Johannes
Vermeer (1632-75) was reputed to rely on
a camera obscura in his studio. In the
novel named for the Dutch painter’s masterpiece ‘‘Girl With a Pearl Earring,’’ author Tracy Chevalier imagines a conversation in which Vermeer explains its
purpose to his young assistant, Griet:
‘‘The camera obscura helps me see in a
different way,’’ he explained. ‘‘To see more
of what is there.’’ That intensity and fresh
perspective helps explain why an artist
would want to look at the landscape from
inside a dark room.
Camera obscuras are located throughout Europe, Australia, New Zealand, Africa, Asia, Canada, and Cuba but by far
the greatest number are in the United
Kingdom and United States. They are frequently near bodies of water — coastline,
harbors, rivers — chosen for their scenic
beauty. Although most are privately
owned, those open to the public vary
widely in character.
The ﬁrst one I ever visited was built in
Edinburgh in 1853. It is part of the city’s
‘‘World of Illusions’’ attraction, along with
exhibits of holography and other visual effects. The camera obscura is inside Outlook Tower, just below Edinburgh Castle.
The clarity of the Scottish panorama visible on a table inside the dark tower was
startling.
One of the world’s largest camera obscuras is on Eastern Arizona College’s Discovery Park Campus in Safford. Unlike
the one in Portland, it is static (there is no
movable mirror). Built into a classroom
wall in a ﬁxed position is a 500-pound,
three-element, 40-inch lens that provides
an impressive view of Mount Graham,
site of an international observatory. Discovery Park is the observatory’s visitors
center, a nature park and education center focusing on science and technology.
According to Harry Swanson, dean at
Discovery Park, visitors come from everywhere. ‘‘In 2002, we had a group that
travels around the world just to visit cam-

NANTUCKET — Most people imagine a Nantucket sunset of fading gold on
a boat-speckled harbor. But there are
island sunsets to
Short Hops other
be seen here from unspoiled vistas.
On Tuesday, the Trustees of Reservations offers its weekly sunset tour in the
Coskata-Coatue Wildlife Refuge’s 1,100
pristine acres on the island’s northern
tip. You cannot ﬁnd a more smashing
sunset on the island, said Stephen Nicolle, refuge property superintendent.
‘‘The sunset tour is quite popular,’’ Nicolle said of the two-hour expeditions
held Tuesdays in July and August. ‘‘It’s
big with photographers, and it’s a great
place if you’re interested in shorebirds.
We usually see a lot of seals, too.’’
Coskata-Coatue (pronounced ‘‘coskate-uh co-too,’’ the two names are
Wampanoag for ‘‘at the broad woods’’
and ‘‘at the pine forest’’) has a pair of
brand-new 12-passenger all-terrain vans
to negotiate the 5Æ miles to the best
place to see a sunset: atop the Great
Point Lighthouse. There has been a
lighthouse here since 1818, the latest
one built in 1986, two years after a
storm reduced the old one to rubble.
Other tours are held on the refuge,
including natural history tours twice a
day and a new ﬁshing discovery tour, but
the sunset trip provides spectacular
views: All of Nantucket is visible as is
Martha’s Vineyard, Tuckernuck and
Muskeget islands, and Cape Cod.
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Ethan, 7, (left) Daniel, 3, and Meghan Tanguy, 9, of Hampton Falls, N.H., study how the camera obscura works at
the Children’s Museum of Maine in Portland.
era obscuras,’’ said Swanson. Built in the
late 1990s, the camera obscura is in a
classroom that holds 68 people. ‘‘The
view here is of desert in the foreground,’’
he said. ‘‘In the distance is 10,720-foot
Mount Graham, reportedly the tallest
mountain in Arizona. I get a big kick out
of seeing ravens and turkey vultures upside down. Sometimes there are ATVs
kicking up dust.’’
Back in Portland, Sheila Tanguy of
Hampton Falls, N.H., and her children,
Meghan, 9, Ethan, 7, and Daniel, 3, were
enthralled. ‘‘I thought it would be just another camera,’’ said Meghan, ‘‘but this
was better and probably weirder.’’
Janet Mendelsohn can be reached at janet
@janetmendelsohn.com.

MASSACHUSETTS

If you go . . .
Children’s Museum of Maine
142 Free St., Portland
207-828-1234; kitetails.com
Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Sunday noon-5, through Labor Day.
First Friday of the month free 5-8 p.m.
Admission $7, under age 1 free; includes camera obscura tour. Group rate
$5 per person for 10 or more, made at
least 24 hours in advance; $3 camera
obscura only.
Discovery Park Campus, Eastern
Arizona College
1651 West Discovery Park Blvd.

Safford, Ariz.
928-428-6260
eac.edu/discoverypark
Camera Obscura and World
of Illusions
549 Castlehill, Edinburgh
camera-obscura.co.uk
Information
foredown.virtualmuseum.info
A website on British museums and a
camera obscura at Foredown Tower
Countryside Centre that maintains a list
of camera obscura locations worldwide.

Coskata-Coatue Wildlife Refuge,
Wauwinet Road, Nantucket, 508-2285646, thetrustees.org/pages/293_coska
ta_coatue_wildlife_refuge.cfm. The sun
sets the schedule. Nonmembers of Trustees of Reservations $40, members $30.
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NEW HAMPSHIRE

NEW HAMPSHIRE

LAKES REGION

NORTH CONWAY/JACKSON

MID CAPE
HYANNIS INN ON MAIN STREET

LAKES & MOUNTAINS SELECT RESORTS

STONEHURST MANOR

Park your car & walk to:Shops, Restaurants, Harbor & Island Ferries, Beaches, JFK
Museum.Great Loc!Clean, Comfortable rms fr $112 mid-wk. Indr Pool, Saunas, Brkfst
Rest.& Lounge; WI-FI. AAA& AARP disc www.hyannisinn.com 800-922-8993

Your best choice for service, value and activities. 4-season resorts centrally located to
the best that New Hampshire has to offer. Our website pulls them all together with
specials, packages & more. www.lakesandmountainsresorts.com 800-284-6985

26-rm “country elegant” boutique hotel w/guestrm frplcs, Jacuzzis, mtn views, Library
Lounge. Fr $68ppdo incl. Bkfst & Dinner (off reg. full menu). Hiking, shopping nrby.
Rec. by NYTimes, Bon Appetit. www.StonehurstManor.com 800-525-9100

IRISH VILLAGE RESORT

LANDMARK INN

Your mid-cape’s BEST summer pkg. 3 days/2 nts mid-wk pkg incl. accomm,2 full brkfsts, 1 full course choice-of-menu dinner incl prime rib, lobster&steak. Fr $129/pp do,
excl hol. Ntly entertainment www.capecod-irishvillage.com 800-244-9692

GREAT VALUE! Cozy guest rooms with the charm of a country inn start @ $59.99 &
include free deluxe continental breakfast. KIDS STAY FREE* Near area attractions &
tax free outlet shopping . *Restrix E-Mail: landmark@metrocast.net 603-524-8000

PARKERS RIVER RESORT

MARGATE ON WINNIPESAUKEE

JUST RENOVATED! Reopened July 2008. Rates from $89-weekly specials-kitchenettes-2 room suites w/full Kitchen, AC/heat-indoor pool, picnic area w/gas grills. Close
to beaches, golf, shops & restaurants www.parkersriverresort.com 508-398-2880

Luxury Lakeside Resort *KIDS STAY FREE! 141 guest rms, 400’ beach, kayaks,
canoes, out. pool, ind. htd. pool, whrlpl., sauna, fitness ctr. Beach Bar, Free Cont.
Breakfast. Near tax-free outlets. *Rest www.themargate.com 877-584-1571

RED JACKETS RESORTS
4 oceanfront resorts on private beaches. Kids Klub, water sports, jet skis, parasail,
indoor/outdoor pools, full service spa, pool and oceanside grills, family cookouts, guest
rooms, suites & cottage. www.redjacketresorts.com 800-CapeCod

SURF & SAND BEACH MOTEL
Private beach, heated outdoor pool overlooking Nantucket Sound. Deluxe oceanfront
rooms w/ kitchenettes & cont brkfst daily. Dinner disct. 888-451-1118 Lowest off-season rates on the beach. www.surfandsandmotel.com 508-398-3700

THE CORSAIR & CROSS RIP OCEANFRONT RESORT
On our Beach with In & Out Pools, Kids Game Rm, HBO, WiFi. Most with Kitchenettes,
2Q beds, Jacuzzi’s and Views. Great Summer Family Fun Packages incl meals &
events. tickets. Top ratings on Trvl Webs www.corsaircrossrip.com 800-345-5140

THREE SEASONS RESORT & OCEAN HOUSE RESTAURANT
On the Ocean w/300’ prvt sandy bch. Each rm w/ocean vw. Wireless Internet access.
Htd Pool. Brkfst rooms available. Breakfast/Lunch cafe. Enjoy dinner in our Oceanside
restaurant. $190-$235/nt for 2. www.threeseasonsresort.com 508-398-6091

NANTUCKET
76 MAIN STREET INN
Beautiful 1883 Inn, immediately adjacent to Nantucket town-20 rooms, all AC, private baths, free WIFI. Families welcome. Continental breakfast. www.76main.com
800-876-6858

LINCOLN/WOODSTOCK

SEACOAST
BEST WESTERN SEABROOK INN
A Kid Friendly property where kids really make a splash. Waterslide,frog slide, ferris
wheel, train ride, petting zoo, pony rides, paddle boats & more. Free contl. brkfst. 4 nts
pkgs $284; 6 nts $426. www.seacoastvacation.com 603-474-3078

SANDS RESORT AT HAMPTON BEACH
3 rm, 1 bdrm suites w/kitchenettes. Prvt bdrm w/queen bed, living rm w/queen sofa
bed, AC, private balcony, elev. Exercise rm, hot tub spa, sauna, child playgrnd & more.
1 block from beach&boardwalk www.sandsresort.com 603-929-0685

INDIAN HEAD RESORT
50” Plasma HDTVs all hotel rooms! Pools/spas/paddleboating, stocked fishing/more!
Restaurant/lounge/bands/kids programsHotel f/ $139 for 2. Stay 3 Midweek Days get
$50 gascard! Cottages f/$99 for 2 www.indianheadresort.com 1-800-343-8000

INNSEASON RESORTS AT LOON
2 deluxe Lincoln resorts. Spacious Hotel rms, 1 to 3 bedrm Suites w/in-rm whirlpl tubs,
kitchens. In/Outdoor Pools. Midweek rates per night from $139 to $419 thru 8/31.
Weekends higher. Summer Pkgs. www.InnSeason.com 866-873-2766

SOUTHERN
THE EXETER INN
Newly Renovated Boutique Hotel & renowned Epoch Restaurant 1 hr Boston near
Beach, Portsmouth NH, Full service, classic history /modern amenities. B&B pkg
$169.00 per night dble occ til Aug. 25th. www.theexeterinn.com 603-772-5901

RHODE ISLAND
In addition to the Boston Globe the

WHERE TO STAY
directory can be found on-line at

boston.com/travel
and every Sunday in the Worcester Telegram & Gazette.

SOUTH COUNTY
THE ATLANTIC HOUSE
Hist Oceanfront Hotel. Next to famous Narragansett Towers beach. Suites, balconies,
spect. ocean views, A/C, Cable TV. Walk to indoor pool, restnts, shops. Midwk special
fr $139/cpl. 401-783-6400 or 401-783-6400

THE VILLAGE INN
Oceanfront Resort-Suites, balc, indoor pool, Jacuzzi, cont brkfst, Wi-Fi, Business
Office,Free Prkg, Rstnt&Lounge OV Deck, shops, beach,Midwk spec from $179/cpl.
Mention ad get 10% off 401-783-6767 or www.v-inn.com 401-783-6767

JARED COFFIN HOUSE

VERMONT

Stay in a mansion (most rooms A/C) in the heart of Nantucket Town with shops &
restaurants steps away. 35% off. Starting at $182rm/nt Sun - Thurs/. Subj to avl. In the
month of July NA to groups. www.jaredcoffinhouse.com 800-248-2405

STOWE

Call today to advertise 617-929-3284
NORTH SHORE
HAWTHORNE HOTEL
You don’t have to travel far to get a great vacation! Save gas, park Your car, & walk all
over this great city! Pets welcome, 2 grt restaurants, nr all attrac, Salem Ferry, & commuter rail! ! Chk pkgs www.hawthornehotel.com 978-744-4080

OUTER CAPE
WELLFLEET MOTEL & LODGE
20-30% off Food & Bev. by booking B&B, Whale Watch or Romance Pkg. 65 squeaky
clean rms. Indr pool, hot tub, suites, King beds. Opp. Wellfleet Bay Wildlife Sanctuary,
beaut bchs cls by & bk trl access www.wellfleetmotel.com 800-852-2900

SOUTHERN MASSACHUSETTS

STOWEFLAKE MOUNTAIN RESORT & SPA
Visit Stowe’s premier 4-diamond luxury resort with relaxing spa, championship golf, fitness, hiking, shopping and more. Fun for all ages - great for families. Packages available. Call for pricing. www.stoweflake.com 800-253-2232

MERRIMACK VALLEY & LAKE SUNAPEE
LAKE SUNAPEE GETAWAYS
Be sure to explore”The Other New Hampshire”...it’s a Closer, Calmer, Quality Vacation
Experience! 3 Day/2 Night All-Inclusive Get-Away Packages from $279ppdo include
lodging, meals, golf & massage. www.sunapeelakelodge.com 800-606-5253

OUTSIDE NEW ENGLAND
FLORIDA
HOLIDAY GROUP

NORTH CONWAY/JACKSON
ATTITASH MOUNTAIN VILLAGE

Save 60-80% off Timeshares! Buy Resale & Save! Best Resorts & Seasons! Why buy
retail? Call for FREE Magazine! Call and Ask about our Sale! Visit 400+ Resorts Online.
www.holidaygroup.com/btr 1-800-780-1701

An amazing family adventure awaits that won’t break the bank-close to home, yet a true
getaway. Relax by the pool, enjoy tax free shopping, Story Land, breathtaking scenery,
and fun on the Saco River. MtWashingtonValleyAccommodations.com 800-862-1600

NEW YORK
PINEGROVE RANCH & FAMILY RESORT

GOVERNOR BRADFORD ON THE HARBOUR- PLYMOUTH

EAGLE MOUNTAIN HOUSE & GOLF CLUB

July Sun-Thurs:5 Nt @$295; 4 Nt @$265; 3 Nt @$235 +tax. Outdoor pool/walk to
beach/Historic sites. Incl. 1 free tix to Pli/Plant or Whale Watch.Dbl Occ + $10/nt per
add’l person; under 6 years free. www.governorbradford.com 800-332-1620

For only $99/nt mdwk, discover the quintessential New England grand hotel experience!On-site golf, casual fine dining, tavern, pool, tennis & sensational views.Summer
Pkgs info avail online.AAA◆◆◆ www.eaglemt.com 800-966-5779

All-Inclusive Summer Family Vacation - $99 per person/per night (min. 3 per room,
Room, 3 meals & snack bar, over 30 indoor/outdoor activities, live family entertainment
nightly, pools w/waterslides. www.pinegroveranch.com 1-800-756-3086

MOUNT WASHINGTON RESORT

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL

Stay at the legendary Mount Washington Hotel from just $115ppdo w/breakfast July
& August! Adventure Center now open w/biking, hiking & more!Learn more & sign up
for eClub for other specials on-line www.mountwashingtonresort.com 800-314-1775

$119 for 2 persons. Singles $114 Suites $129 to $149. Lincoln Ctr area, Hudson River
views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 min to midtown, safe, quiet, luxury area.Riverside &
80th Street For Free Brochure www.riversidetowerhotel.com 800-724-3136

THE BERKSHIRES & WESTERN MA
THE WILLIAMS INN
Cntrly loc. No. Berkshires 125 rms, indr pl, sauna, spa, FS dining rm, Tavern, wknd ent,
3day/2nt plan incl.2 bkfts/1 dinner ea. nr sports/cultural attracts On-the-Village Green
Rt2 & US7 Williamstown www.williamsinn.com 800-828-0133

UPPER CAPE

NORDIC VILLAGE RESORT/LUXURY MOUNTAIN GETAWAYS
Rooms from 1 to 3 bdrms & Condo units many w/kitchens, most w/mtn vws & some
allow pets. 3 pools, fit ctr, ntly entertainment for kids incl bonfires,1 mile to Story Land
& near Outlets. Multi nt disct www.lmgnh.com 877-564-7829

OUTSIDE UNITED STATES
BERMUDA

INNSEASON RESORTS CAPE COD

RED JACKET MOUNTAIN VIEW RESORT/INDOOR WATER PARK

9 BEACHES

3 deluxe Falmouth waterfront resorts. Hotel Rms;Studios;1&2 Bedrm Suites w/Kits;Inrm whirlpools. In/Outdr Pools. Std hotel rms midweek from $174 per night thru 8/31.
Walk to the beach. Summer pkgs. www.InnSeason.com 866-873-2766

N.Conway, Kahuna Laguna 40,000 sq. ft. indoor waterpark. Spa, restaurant & lounge,
arcade & cafe. Family loft rooms & townhouses avail. Near tax-free outlets and
Storyland. AAA ◆◆◆ www.redjacketresorts.com 800-RJACKET

Enjoy a unique vacation at Bermuda’s ultra-casual beach resort. Stay 4 or more nights
Oct 5-Dec 19 and your last night is FREE! Save $195 to $305. Great views, daily breakfast, water sports haven! www.9Beaches.com 1-866-841-9009

boston.com/travel
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