B

M12 Travel

Daffodils signal
garden season
in Bristol, R.I.
BRISTOL, R.I. — A sure sign of spring
are the thousands of blooming daffodils
and early wildﬂowers in Blithewold’s gardens on the shores of
Short Hops Narragansett Bay. The
grounds of the 1908
mansion are a melange of color and
scents during the annual Daffodil Days
April 12-May 4. Though the yellow-andwhite ﬂowers are the centerpieces of the
festival, visitors can stroll the Great Lawn
with its bay views or linger in gardens,
both classic and more informal.
The 17th-century English countrystyled manor, complete with gargoyles
and crests, was built as the summer
home of Augustus Van Wickle, a Brown
University graduate who became a coal
baron in Pennsylvania. The 45-room
mansion anchors the grounds with its 33
acres of gardens and striking trees, such
as a 90-foot giant sequoia, ginkgo, and
weeping pagoda.
Afternoon teas with scones and assorted desserts are served in the mansion’s dark oak-paneled dining room
overlooking the water Wednesday
through Friday at 2 and 3 o’clock. Special
children’s teas will be served at 2 o’clock
on April 16-18. Don’t miss the Butler’s
Pantry with its displays of china, silver,
and crystal.
The mansion also houses such indoor
exhibits as ﬂoral arrangements, paintings
from nature by area artists, and the Colonial Dames of America’s collection of Bessie McKee’s (Van Wickle’s widow) turnof-the-20th-century hats. But during Daffodil Days, garden variety visitors want to
be outside.
Daffodil Days, April 12-May 4. Blithewold Mansion, Gardens and Arboretum,
101 Ferry Road, Bristol, R.I., 401-2532707, blithewold.org. Adults $10, seniors
and students $8, children under 17 free.
Afternoon tea $10 (plus admission).
Grounds and gardens open daily 10 a.m.5 p.m.; self-guided tours of mansion and
gardens Wednesday-Sunday 10-4.
Directions: Bristol is about 60 miles, or
about an hour, from Boston. Take Interstate 93 to Route 24 south. In Fall
River, take exit onto I-195 west for one
exit and then return to Route 24, following signs to Newport, R.I. After crossing
the Sakonnet River Bridge, take Rhode
Island exit 2 (Bristol/Mt. Hope Bridge).
Take a right at the end of the ramp and
cross Mount Hope Bridge. Bear left at the
fork on Route 114 (Ferry Road) and
Blithewold is a quarter mile on the left.
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Portland museum appeals to all ages
By Janet Mendelsohn
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

PORTLAND, Maine — Fine art museums can be heavy and intimidating or,
like the Portland Museum of Art, they can
be light, airy places of inspiraDetours tion and discovery. While not
designed speciﬁcally for children, it says a lot about the place that
youngsters and teens appear to be as immersed in its exhibits as the adults are.
‘‘Our goal is to get kids, and all our visitors, to slow down,’’ said Stacy Rodenberger, coordinator of school programs. ‘‘We
want people to see what’s happening in a
work of art and talk about it.’’
Maine’s largest and oldest public art
museum, founded in 1882, owns more
than 18,000 works of ﬁne and decorative
art from the 18th century to the present,
including pieces by Degas, Monet, Picasso, and Renoir. Not surprisingly, there is a
special emphasis on artists with ties to
Maine like Rockwell Kent, Fitz Henry
(Hugh) Lane, Marsden Hartley, Louise
Nevelson, and the Wyeths, N.C., Andrew,
and Jamie. There is also an impressive collection of watercolors and drawings by
Winslow Homer, whose studio at nearby
Prouts Neck was acquired in 2006 by the
museum. It hopes to open the space to the
public in 2010 after a restoration.
The museum buildings themselves
have historical and architectural signiﬁcance. ‘‘This may be the only museum in
the country where you can see exhibits in
three buildings designed in three architecturally signiﬁcant periods,’’ said Kristen
Levesque, a museum spokeswoman.
Margaret Jane Mussey Sweat, a 19thcentury writer and literary critic, deeded
McLellan House, a three-story Federal
mansion, to the Portland Society of Art
upon her death in 1908. The McLellan
House today offers insights into architecture and daily life circa 1801.
Sweat also donated money in memory
of her husband, Lorenzo de Medici Sweat,
for a gallery building, which was designed
by John Calvin Stevens, a well-known
Portland architect. That building was recently restored to its original Beaux Arts
grandeur. A modern addition, designed by
I.M. Pei & Partners in 1981, represents the
core of the museum and its front entrance.
Through May 11, the museum is featuring the exhibition ‘‘New Natural History,’’ which presents 25 works by contemporary Maine artists inspired by old forms
of scientiﬁc inquiry. Graphic arts will be
showcased April 10-June 1 in ‘‘The Powerful Hand of George Bellows: Drawings
from the Boston Public Library,’’ featuring
57 drawings and prints not been seen
publicly since the 1950s.

If you go . . .
Portland Museum of Art
7 Congress Square
Portland, Maine
207-775-6148
portlandmuseum.org
Tuesday-Sunday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Friday till 9. Memorial Day-Columbus
Day, open Monday 10-5. Adults $10,
seniors and students with ID $8,
ages 6-17 $4, under 6 free.

Directions: Portland is about 110
miles, or two hours, from Boston.
Take Interstate 93 north to Route 1
north toward the Tobin Bridge. Merge
onto US 1 north. Merge onto Interstate 95 north. Get on I-295 north
via exit 44 and follow it to exit 6A
(Forest Avenue south). At the ﬁrst
light, bear right on Route 77, State
Street. Drive through the park. At the
top of the hill, turn left onto Congress
Street. The museum is on the right
after the next light. By train, Amtrak’s Downeaster from North Station
goes to Portland, where you can pick
up the Portland Explorer Shuttle
downtown ($5 round trip), to the
Eastland Park Hotel, across from the
museum.
AMELIA CARIGNAN/PORTLAND MUSEUM OF ART (ABOVE); CRAIG BECKER

The Portland Museum of Art’s 1983 addition designed by I.M. Pei has
become a city landmark. Dahlov Ipcar (1917-), who paints and illustrates
children’s books, was the artist whose exhibit entranced this boy.

‘‘Georgia O’Keeffe and the Camera:
The Art of Identity’’ is a collaboration of
the museum and the Georgia O’Keeffe
Museum in Santa Fe, where it will be exhibited after its June 12-Sept. 7 showing
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here. Twelve paintings by O’Keeffe,
among the 20th century’s most widely
recognized artists, will be paired with 60
portraits of her by such celebrated photographers as Ansel Adams, Yousef Karsh,
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SENATOR INN & SPA

OCEAN WOODS RESORT – KENNEBUNKPORT

Relax in a heavenly spa suite; unwind with massage, steam, sauna & an indoor saltwater lap pool. Enjoy fun creative cuisine at Cloud 9. Out-of-this-world amenities;
down-to-earth value. 1-95 exit 10 www.senatorinn.com 1-877-772-2224

Relax at Goose Rocks Beach. Off-season rates until June 19. Reserve now for summer. Rates incl deluxe continental breakfast. Pool, hot tub, wireless.PJs onsite pub &
restaurant. Nearby golf & shopping www.oceanwoodsresort.com 866-967-1928

LOWER CAPE
CHATHAM WAYSIDE INN
Make a break for Chatham.Spring rates,sparkling weather,splurge w/ your tax rebate.
Charming rooms, fireplaces,spatubs.Spirited dining@the Goose. Stella to
cosmos,pizza,seafood,filet.Walk everywhere www.waysideinn.com 800-CHATHAM

MID CAPE

STAGE NECK INN

BAR HARBOR & ACADIA
BAR HARBOR REGENCY
Oceanside resort loc. nr entrance of Acadia Natl Park & dwntwn Bar Harbor.Deluxe
accomms, ocnfront pool, tiki bar, full service dining, oceanside lobster pound,tennis, fit.
rm,putting grn & ocn vistas www.barharborregency.com 800-234-6835

ISLAND VACATION RENTALS
Rent a House this summer. Beautiful waterfront & water view homes available for
weekly rentals on Deer Isle & Stonington. Please visit our website and click on properties to view our listings, or call www.IslandVacationRentals.biz 207-367-5095

GREATER PORTLAND & CASCO BAY

Janet Mendelsohn, a freelance writer in
Somerville, can be reached at janet@janet
mendelsohn.com.

MASSACHUSETTS

SOUTHERN COAST

AUGUSTA & CENTRAL LAKES

Irving Penn, and Alfred Stieglitz.
While the museum offers much for
adults, it tries hard to offer something for
art lovers of all ages. The museum has a
free Kid Cards educational program.
Available at the information desk, the sixpiece set serves as an introduction to how
to look at art. One card features the oil
painting ‘‘Mount Katahdin from Millinocket Camp’’ by Frederic Edwin Church.
Rodenberger says the cards help foster
conversation about art.
‘‘Imagine traveling into the painting,
being at Mount Katahdin,’’ she said. ‘‘The
card asks: What do you see? How does it
make you feel?’’ Youngsters can draw and
write on the cards, then combine them in
a book to take home.
‘‘On a daily basis, kids are bombarded
with visual imagery,’’ says Rodenberger.
‘‘We’re giving them, and adults, a chance
to look at art together and talk about
what’s important to them, what the other
person thinks, how it’s different.’’

NEW Spa services! AAA 4 Diamond Award boutique hotel: great views, rm svc, terry
robes, beach, 2 restaurants, indr pool, WiFi. Great packages. Mins to Kittery Outlets,
Stonewall Kitchen yet oceanfront www.StageNeck.com 800-340-8581

CAPE COD BEACH CONDOS
Hyannis, overlooking Lewis Bay & Nantucket Sound. 2&3 BR Townhouse Condos.
Private decks & patios. Full kitchens, washer/dryers, TV, phone, htd pool, prvt sandy
beach. All the comforts of home.Weekly. www.yachtsmancondo.com 1-800-695-5454

UNION BLUFF HOTEL
Union Bluff Hotel: Catch the beauty and serenity of the ocean. Minutes from Kittery
outlets. Rooms w/ decks , fireplaces or jaccuzzi. Special mid week rates. New spring
week/end Packages. www.unionbluff.com 800-833-0721

HOLIDAY INN
Beautiful, newly renovated hotel. Large indoor pool/whirlpool, free high-speed Internet.
Fireplace/Jacuzzi rooms & other upgrades available. Kids eat Free! Ask for special
“GLOBE” rates from $79. www.holidayinn.com/hyannisma 508-775-1153

WHY NOT RENT THIS SUMMER?
Kennebunk - Kennebunkport. Historic Homes in Dock Square or a House on the Water.
Prices from $750-$12,500/week. For information visit our website and click seasonal
rentals or call. www.kennebunkbeachrealty.com 207-967-5481

HARRASEEKET INN

YORK HARBOR INN - YORK HARBOR

50% off rm rate when you bring $35 check for Habitat for Humanity, p/n Inc. bkfst &
pm tea. Grt outlet shop’g, 2 blocks fr LL Bean, 2 hrs fr Bos. Valid til 5/1. Excl Sat &
Hol’s. Mention Where to Stay www.stayfreeport.com 1-800-342-6423

Oceanfront Inn w/award winning dining. 1 hr fr Boston. Up to 55% off Midweek room
rates-no groups. Rooms w/fireplaces, spas, ocean views. Pub, outdr hot tub. See
Specials and Special Pkgs on Web site. www.yorkharborinn.com 866-406-3166

NANTUCKET
76 MAIN STREET INN
Beaut 1883 Inn, immed adjacent to Nantucket town-20rms, all AC, prvt baths, free
WIFI. Families welcome. Upcoming events:Pat. Day Wknd 4/18-21; Daffodil Wknd
4/25-26; Wine Fest 5/14-18;Mem Day 5/23-26 www.76main.com 800-876-6858

NORTH SHORE
MID COAST

WESTERN LAKES AND MOUNTAINS

SAMOSET RESORT

THE BETHEL INN RESORT

Relax on the ocean in Rockport Maine. Newly renovated luxurious guest rms, championship oceanside golf, spa services, award-winning dining, children’s programs, tennis, health club indr/outdoor pools. www.samosetresort.com 800-341-1650

Unbeatable Spring Getaways from $50! Country elegant lodging, health club, outdoor
heated pool, with spa services & casual dining avlble. 6.8 miles from Sunday River Ski
Resort, open until 4/27! www.bethelinn.com 800-654-0125

SOUTHERN COAST
AAA◆◆◆ OGUNQUIT
3 finest inns & 6 restaurants-you choose combo. 2nt Lodg,2 FullBkfst.&1 din.from
$113nt dbl occ.+tx&grat to5/15/08(some exclus)Juniper Hill Inn 800.646.4544,
Milestone 800.646.6453, Gorges Grant Hotel WWW.OGUNQUIT.COM 800-646-5001

FRANCISCAN GUEST HOUSE
Steps to Kennebunkport & the beach. Only 90 min. from Boston. Outdoor Salt Water
Pool, Buffet Breakfast daily. Spring and Fall from $69/night do; June 20 to Sept. 1 from
$96/night do www.franciscanguesthouse.com 207-967-4865

KENNEBUNKPORT INN
Classic Maine Inn in Dock Square! Coastal Escape pkg-4 course dinner-lobster,brkfst.
From $115 ppdo. 2dys/1nts. Award winning Dining, Spa srvcs, piano bar. Overnight
w/brkfast $99 per couple. www.kennebunkportinn.com 800-248-2621

MEADOWMERE RESORT
Take an Ogunquit Vacation! Off Season Pkgs, Family & Luxury Suites. Frplcs, Jacs,
Fridge. Htd indoor pool, hot tubs, hlth clb, spa, wireless internet, game rm, restaurant
& pub.Just 1 hour from Boston www.meadowmere.com 800-633-8718

MISTY HARBOR RESORT

MASSACHUSETTS
BOSTON/CAMBRIDGE
HYATT REGENCY CAMBRIDGE, OVERLOOKING BOSTON
Steps to Boston & Fenway Park. Score Big this Baseball Season.Sports Fan Pkg
w/Grand Bed rm, Amer bkfst, amenity, 50% off prkg, 2PM checkout, hlth club, indr
pool, 1-way shtle to Fenway. Fr $219++. www.cambridge.hyatt.com 888-763-3902

INTERCONTINENTAL BOSTON
Located on Boston’s historic and newly redefined waterfront near Faneuil Hall and
Quincy Market, symbolizing a new luxury hotel era in America’s original city. Visit our
website for packages. www.intercontinentalboston.com 617-747-1000

LANGHAM HOTEL, BOSTON
Enchanting weekend packages featuring Chocolate Bar and Sunday Jazz Brunch, just
steps to Boston’s best attractions! Enticing rates from $215, now thru 6/30/08 subject
to availability. www.langhamhotels.com 800-791-7761

ROYAL SONESTA HOTEL
Warming up to Spring Fest. Enjoy spec spring rates w/comp. indr pool, hlth club &
11% Visitor’s Savings Pass to Macy’s. This ideal loc minus from the best of Boston &
Camb. Restrictions & qual. apply. www.sonesta.com/boston 800-SONESTA

Misty Harbor-All Suites, 1 or 2Bdrm w/ livng & kitch. Indoor Pool/HotTub/Sauna/ExRm/
WiFi/views/nr beach. 3Nt pkg starting@ 219 for 2 inclds $30 dinner cert. Ask about our Great
School Vacation Spl! www.mistyharborresort.com 207-646-8373

LOWER CAPE

INNS OF ROCKPORT: ON CAPE ANN
Next vacation come stay/relax at 1 of our 23 distinctive accommodations. Enjoy the
beaches, shops, art, music & theater in our serene seaside village. 1 hr from Boston
by train/car: A TANK OF GAS AWAY www.innsofrockport.com

SALEM WATERFRONT HOTEL & SUITES
“Casual, elegance”(BostonGlobe) Voted Best NS Hotel 07 Loc on Pickering Wharf in
hist Salem-25 min.fr Boston-86 roms&suites, indr pl, hlthclub, fine dining&marina. Rms
fr $119.Pkgs incl April Vacation www.salemwaterfronthotel.com 888 337-2536

THE BERKSHIRES & WESTERN MA
CRANWELL RESORT, SPA & GOLF CLUB, LENOX, BERKSHIRE
AAA ◆◆◆◆ “Top Resort in Massachusetts” Boston Magazine New England Travel&Life
2006 Best of New Eng. “Heaven on Earth for the discerning active vacationer”. 2 hrs fr
Bos. Internet specials w/50% off @ www.cranwell.com/globe 800-272-6935

THE PORCHES INN @ MASSMOCA-BERKSHIRES
Guestrms fr $129 incl bkfst. yoga pkg: 2 nts, 2 classes & bkfst pp, fr $309. MASS
MoCA pkg: 1 nt, 2 tix to museum, dinner & brkfst for 2, fr $239. Ck web for specials.
Boston 2.5 www.porches.com 413-664-0400

THE RED LION INN-BERKSHIRES
Guestrms fr $89 & winter pkgs fr $150. Dining fr eleg to casual; inn supports local
farms. Live music nitely in pub. Central to all attractions, museums, shopping.Ck web
for addl pkgs/specials.Bos 2.5 www.redlioninn.com 413-298-1690

THE WILLIAMS INN
Cntrly loc. No. Berkshires 125 rms, indr pl, sauna, spa, FS dining rm, Tavern, wknd ent,
3day/2nt plan incl.2 bkfts/1 dinner ea. nr sports/cultural attracts On-the-Village Green
Rt2 & US7 Williamstown www.williamsinn.com 800-828-0133

UPPER CAPE

NORSEMAN RESORT

BRADFORD INN

INNSEASON RESORTS CAPE COD

The Only Hotel on Ogunquit Beach, 800-822-7024. Plantation on the River w/continentalbreakfast, 800-422-9611. Seacastles Resort in the Village w/suites & indoor pool.
Great off season rates. www.ogunquitbeach.com 888-926-8732

“Spring Fling”. Enjoy a relaxing & unforgettable getaway with us - Beautiful Rooms,
Fireplaces, Cont Brkfst, Pub, Fitness Rm, just steps from Main Street boutiques & galleries. Visit or call us today! www.bradfordinn.com 888-CHATHAM

Walk to the harbor & beach from 3 Falmouth waterfront resorts. Hotel Rms, Studios,
1&2 Bedrm Suites w/kitchens, In-rm whirlpools. In/Outdr Pools. Standard Hotel
Rooms midweek from $79 to $119 to 6/19. www.InnSeason.com 866-873-2766

boston.com/travel
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